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 If  you like mustard with your baseball, 
you may go a little hungry this summer.  
That’s because everyone’s favorite hot dogs, 
the Litchfield Blues, are no longer members 
of  North Star League.  The Blues and the 
league parted ways during the September 
season-end league meeting.
 Ever since Litchfield joined the NSL 
in 1997, league members sensed a notice-
able “Litchfield way” of  doing things that 
rankled the league brass.  Something always 
seemed to be coming up, be it rule-skirting 
or behavior that ranged from truculent to 
bullying to childish.
 The league is pretty serious about main-
taining the spirit of  town-team ball, and that 
importance had become a minor source of  
derision in Litchfield.  Over the past five 
years, the Blues’ participation had become 
something of  an open sore, an annoyance 
that the league had to either put up with or 
remove altogether. 
 The last straw came in August.  After 
word got out that (unbeknownst to the 
league) first-year Blues star Bill Bragg lived 

in the Twin Cities, NSL leadership decided 
they’d had enough.
 Minutes before the September league 
meeting, NSL president Dick Traen and sec-
retary Brian Larson approached Blues man-
ager Rube Nathe and Litchfield Baseball 
Association (LBA) president Greg Johnson  
informing them of  an upcoming vote to 
remove the Blues from the league.  The vote 
ended 11-0 in favor of  removing Litchfield.  
However, two managers abstained—thus 
shooting down the resolution, since expel-
ling a league member requires a unanimous 
vote.  But Nathe and Johnson, citing a lack 
of  support, chose to leave anyway.
 Blues management claimed the NSL 
voted them out because of  their success; 
they’d gone to state ever since joining the 
league.  However, their claim rings hollow in 
the face of  the evidence.  Consider:
•  In 1998, the Blues bullied their way out 

of  a playoff  forfeit to Kingston, then 
skirted the rules on when to reschedule.

•  Two years ago, University of  Arkansas 
catcher Brady Toops, a New London 

resident, played with the Blues until con-
cerns about his eligibility surfaced.  The 
league ruled that Toops had not suffi-
ciently established residency within Litch-
field’s 15-mile radius but opted not to 
penalize Litchfield the handful of  games 
Toops had played in a Blues uniform.  

•  During these proceedings, LBA member 
Tom Smith, a diplomatic genius if  ever 
there were one, came to a league meeting 
and loudly berated the NSL leadership 
and managers.  This little episode planted 
the seeds of  the breakup.

•  Then, last season, Toops joined on 
by establishing residency (though not 
actually relocating).  The Blues touched 
off  a cute little brouhaha at Monticello.  
And Bragg’s residence issues showed 
the Blues hadn’t learned from their past 
transgressions.

 After failing to secure a spot in three 
other leagues, Litchfield finally surfaced as 
a Class B team in the Central Valley League.  
We wish the Central Valley all the best with 
their new dance partners.

North Star League, Litchfield go separate ways
Anatomy of a breakup

There’s a 
 - team in Rockford
 - optimism in Monticello
 - nickname in Maple Plain
 - manager in Delano
 - and not much going on   
  west of  Darwin.  

Ready for a                    season?

 “Saps” was one thing.  So was “Pinecones.”  (Pinecones!?)  But 
when people started calling the Maple Plain town team the “Muf-
fins,” well...a man can only put up with so much.
 That’s why, after 30 years without a nickname, the Maple Plain 
town team decided to find a new name.
 A contest followed, and the locals contributed 180 suggestions 
(though, as manager John Timpe said, “Rippburger and I prob-
ably put in half  of  ‘em”).  The list was cut in half, and then cut in 
half  again.  When all the dust had settled, “Dust Devils” was the 
champion—and the contributor won a $30 gift certificate.  But the 
process wasn’t quite over.  The team figured “Diamond Devils” 
sounded like more of  a baseball name, so Diamond Devils it was.
 The biggest surprise of  all?  “Only two of  the suggestions were 
obscene,” said Timpe.

new...new...

newnew

It’s the Diamond Devils!
After decades, Maple Plain picks a name
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