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The NEW Alignment - With the addition of ‘C’ tearBég Lake and Elk Rive 2008 Hall of Famers
the North Star League has 17 teams for 2008, H5sCC’ and 5 class ‘B’ Scott Soltau of Monticello
teams. The league has been realigned into 3 digsifast, North and Wes

The East and West contain four Class C teams andCtass B teams. Bob Kinsel of Kingston
The North is made up of four Class C teams andGlass B team. Dale Decker of Maple Lake

The C teams in the East have been assigned to iRégidth the _

River Valley North & South. Tom Ditty of Delano

The North teams will be in region 7 with the Crowé&t North & South.
The West teams stay in Region 11 with the Centedley East & West Th

e WEST

and the B teams, along with Hamel, still make ugtiSa 8.

The EAST The NORTH
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( & D-C and Maple Lake were the most suc-
& cessful B teams in games against class C
teams in 2007 and thus should be slight

St. Michael becomes the prohibitive
The East should be the most wide  favorite in the North as the lone B
open race of the three divisions. De- team and one of the better ones in th
lano and Hutch as class B teams couldtate at that. Albertville will be the
benefit the most by being in a division most experienced team among the C
with C teams. Maple Plain is probably teams. Rogers returns for their sec-
still the favorite here based on their  ond year in the NSL with the goal of
record the past few years, but Loretto improving to a .500 team in 2008.
improved a lot in 2007 and contended Big Lake joins this year with a num-
until the end. Mound has been up andber of players with NSL experience
down and will need an up year to con-gained playing with Monticello the
tend. Rockford made great strides  last couple of years. Elk River brings
playing in the West last year and with an experienced lineup into the league
continued improvement will have an  with expectations of competing at the
impact on this year’s race. top of the division.

favorites in this division. Buffalo has been
coming on strong and anticipates a run at
She state tournament this year. Howard
Lake is always in contention and this year
needs to overcome some injuries in their
pitching staff to remain at their previous
high level. Monticello appeared to be
heading in the right direction at the end of
last year and their success this year will
depend on how the young team manages
with 5 players gone to Big Lake. Kingston
players put up good stats, but the Kings
struggle to win games and this will be a
tough division.

"Professional baseball is on the wane. Salaries oamse down or the interest of the public mustrimedased in some way.
If one or the other does not happen, bankruptagstavery team in the face:"Chicago White Stockings owner Albert Spaldir@3 11
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The Schedule All teams will play the other teams ip The Saints hope to get off to a better start sb tha

e . . they don’t need a late season rush to claim a share
their division twice. The class 'B’ teams will gléhe B y

. o . of the Division title like last year. The rely onW
teams in the other divisions twice. The class &ars Tyler Carlson setting the table for the offense and

will play the C teams in the other divisions ontkat Adam McGrane anchoring the staff. They are
means each B team and the C teams in the Nortiphayl counting on more contributions from injured players
16 league games. The C teams in the East and \West|h  Chris Volkman & Bobby Kneefe in 2008. Because
18 league games scheduled. The C teams will beedeed the Saints have a potent lineup and pitching depth,
in their playoffs in the order they finish in thizidion. they should claim the division title in the Northca
The B teams will be seeded for their sectional thase have their sights set on earning a spot in theeStat
solely on their games against the other B teams. Tournament.
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‘h&w’f The Pioneers bring their brand of town team balééd the
¥ North Star league in 2008. Their roster containgxgeri-
The Red Devils will rely on a young team imprayin enced group of players - Dan Ebner, Jason Ri&uss
in their second year of action in the league. Zaeh Orock, Scott Levine, Tony Jarmolek and Bob Tokdre T
Mars, Beau Musgjerd, Josh Vidor, Adam & Aaron pioneers are also counting on plenty of help froyariRDo-
Mead, Dustin Carlson, Joe Freeman and Wayne Jensenherty, Brandon Ostlen, Alex Moses and John Larkiew
will be counted on to bring more consistency and ex additions to the team this year include Josh & dasmtunen
perience to the team this year. The Red Devils adsb and Anthony Reel. The Pioneers are a team butipeed
Anthony Stieman, Josh Theisen, Johnny Lynch and ~ @nd good defense. Like many teams, they are shapitch-
Jarett Lueber. Still a young team, this year thdly w ing depth and look to improve their offensive cetesicy on
have more players with town team and college experi @ game to game basis. The Pioneers expect to cervedt
ence and are hopeful of reaching .500 and escaiping in their first year and are hopeful of finishingthe upper
cellar in their new division. part of the standings in their new division.
. g The White Caps are a young Team and new in thehNort
Star League. The core of the team will be theira3nnpitch-
A ers, Matt Loegering, Alex Stein, and Ryan Michaelil three
were All-stars while with Monticello. Other ex-Poblds on the
The Villains bring a blend of veterans and youraypts roster are, Jesse Jarvi, Mitch Loegering, Dan Johasd Josh
to the new North division and are optimistic thatyt can Ledin. Four other Big Lake Graduates Derek IvooshlDaiker,
increase their win total and get a top seed irptagoffs. Chad Riechert, and Cameron Lemmer. These four rdaee
Ryan Dutton & Paul Schumacher return as veteran the White Caps a lot of options at a lot of differpositions.
pitchers. Infielders Dan Brant, Dave Kerber andield- Justin Haag who will be graduating this year froig Bake will

ers Anders Grinde and Corey Nelson provide offemse ~ be seeing some duty behind the plate this summegh School
with help from Mike Barnard and Drew Be-  Junior Micah Loegering will have a chance to plagns infield
bus, the Villains expect to pitch well and with his brothers Mitch and Matt. The final two péas on the
score some runs. The main ingredient needed roster are Craig Breitkreutz and Michael Glime.iGralayed
to earn more victories is clutch hitting as the = many years in Minneapolis, He will be a great Helpall the
Villains had many high averages, but didn't ~ young players. Michael will help out at many pasis. The
come through in situations that could have White Caps are hopeful that their town team exqee will
blown open many games. translate into victories, and if not, they expechave a lot of fun
in their inaugural season in the league.




"Baseball is like a poker game. Nobody wants to
quit when he's losing; nobody wants to quit
when you're ahead-* Jackie Robinson

The EAST
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The Diamond Devils face some tough competiiiotine
East this year and look a little more vulnerabis ttear, lack-
ing some of the depth they have enjoyed the lastyfars.
They will still rely heavily on Adam Gregg, Brad e,
Brandon Schliinz and Lee Gregg in the middle ofltheup.
The rest of their starters also hit well—Matt Goadidy KC
Johnson, Ryan Dwyer & Andrew Pratt. If Pat McPharsan
repeat his 2007 success on the mound in 2008 titfeny
staff should be deep enough to make them a sligfatrite in
this division and a prospective state tourney quiee. The
big question will be if the Devils have enough defat win
games if the starters get hurt or miss games.
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The Mallards need some players to step up to iv@ro
their record. The only team the Mallards finisleddad
of last year has been moved to the North and an im-
proved Rockford team is returning to the division.
Unless Mound comes up with a stronger overall jiigh
staff, their chances of winning more games woulgeap
to be pretty slim. Peter Sychs, Pete Harrell andyAn
Snyder give them some pop and offensive production.
Chris Harrel and Eddie Kutz have potential and new
members Joe Wood, Jeff Barret and Dustin Kammerer
will need to contribute. The Mallards will needrtose
their overall batting average and lower their ERA.

RASERALL

The River Bandits return to the East after a hic
successful year in the West. They rely on Jasc..
Lesser to be an innings eater on the mound witle Eiain-
sen and Nate Hochmuth also pitching a lot. The wiiok
up is capable of hitting .300 anchored by Niles ireand
Cole Hansen. The new additions for 2008 are Natedvla
brother of Tyler Maher, and Dave Kerber all of whoam

add to an already potent offense. A year in the
West allowed the River Bandits to increase their

victory total, improve their defense and give

them the confidence to believe they will go above
.500 this year and contend for a regional berth.
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The Larks return the core of the team that won 11
games last year - Eric Schutte, Ben & BrandomSca
lon, Kent & Nick Koch, Nate Triplett and Mark Ricke
Jeff Althoff and Ryan Schaust should get more pigyi
time and have a bigger impact on Loretto’s success.
Todd Roth has been added to the roster and Ryan
Hayes and Jon Schutte have moved on. The veteran
leadership is the strength of the Larks and they ar
setting their sights on contending in the East mad-
ing a return appearance in the region tournament.

The Athletics, disappointed with a losing
record in 2007 expect improvement from everyon¢heir
team in order to contend in this division. Theydavwood
core of players in Derek Falde, Jeff Janzen, Bxéuntken-
hirn, Mike Elsin, Kevin & Adam Jaunich, Andy Brown,
Eric Sandberg, Tony Greibel, Joe Nielsen, Blakei€an
son, Aaron Swenson and Tim Zabel. They have added
infielders Ryan Hayes and Henry Weinzierl to the amd
lose only Jon Wilson to retirement and pitchereNdtti.

The Athletics lack depth , but if they can stayltigaand
deliver timely hitting , their pitching and defensigould
earn them quite a few victories in the new aligninen

&

The Huskies have four pitchers to rely on—Adam
Padrnos, Kyle Messner, Corey Ryks and Corey Trick
and heavy hitters in the middle of the order {idus
Schwarze, Tim Thode, Luke Klitzke and Justin Jur-
genson.

New to the team this year are Jarrod Zelm (OFh Jos
Wendland, (Util), Brian Muelners (Util) & Matt Timm
(P). Gone from last year are Chris Henke, Eric
Katzenmeyer, Brent Winter and Brad Benin.

If the Huskies get production from the top of their
order, they expect to have the fire power to diive

runs and the pitching to compete in this divisiod a
the Sectionals.




The NORTH STAR LEAGUE SPECTATOI The

WEST

The Orphans return a ton of experience countingemBorrell,

The Bulldogs learned how to win close game John Stueven, Andy Gagnon, Tim Sonnek, Jesse Bergaron
and post season games last year and want to nsiktea DeMarais to have another good season. Hopefullgmi&och,
tournament run in 2008. They return veterans Derek  Luke Gagnon, Steve Bobrowske, Matt Donovan and Bgich
Bauer, Corey Braun, Ed Cox, Ramon Vega and Keith Will also make huge contributions to the team’scass. New addi-
Nygaard and Catcher Tyler Anthony. They look fottéa tions include OF Ryan Long, LHP Shane Khan andehern of
Hill to return to the mound and support from Dandkta  Tom Bobrowske The biggest question mark for theh@ns is
ler, Anthony Schulze and Ben Fouquette. With thdi-ad Whether their four pitchers, Shane Heber, Jakachtrddam Koch
tion of Darrin Olmscheid and the return of Jasos&@p  and Perry Thineson can overcome arm injuries agarajor in-
the Bulldogs appear to have depth and the abdigcore nings on the mound. Without those four, Howard Lakehave
runs. The pitching staff is strong at the top dreeryone trouble keeping pace in this division. With therarth
remains healthy, Buffalo should have a good chafice ~ can be competitive with anyone in the league. &
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The Polecats are a bit of a mystery team this . =

HOME year, losing some of their players to the new te@aBig
SWEH Lake. They appear to be young and need good years f
HOME their veterans - Jason Holker, Chris Hardie, Bcbriefels,

Clay Sawatzke, Mark Geyen and Kevin Markling asl asl
Billy Aho, Rob Swendman and Mike Everson wil b added contributions from Scott lano, David Mitcheid David
counted on to lead the young Kings in 2008. SS Jimm  Baker. New pitchers Greg Holker and Jeremy Schamelt
Janckila and P/1B Willy Bayule are expected to @Byl expected to make the staff stronger. They havealsed Adam
make an impact this year. Adding Vinnie Pokornowski  Brion, Trent Bestland and Clay Lanners. If the Bats can

will help. The Kings expect to play solid defensel & overcome their youth and relative inexperiencey tten cause
the pitching develops and becomes more consistesyt,  problems for a lot of teams.

expect to increase their win total and move ugh@
tough West division

The Lakers return a ton of good players, veteran
and young - Chad Raiche, Keith Jerpseth, Todd The Saints have plenty of experienced pitchersio lEanson, Dan
Fuller, Nate Johnson, Cody, Tyler & Darin Decker Birkholz, John Riewer & Shaun Larson. They alsoest@ordan

Bob Fobbe, Ryan Klingelhofer and Marcus Zahn. Danielson to eat up more innings in 2008. They gistogood offen-
They also expect a larger contribution from Craig sive production from those players as well as eatdhatt Bergstrom,
Fobbe, Bart Kilgo, Eric Wilson, Tony Smith and  Justin McKinley and Brent Opsahl. The Saints hamaeyoung play-
Ben Jungers. In addition they add Riley Decker, ers that are expected to continue contributing raogemore - Cole
Nick Hudek and Jordan Kelm. Flick, Nick Corbon and Kyle Anderson. New to thartefor 2008 are
The Lakers lack a dominate pitcher and could use Rick Olson, Tyler Zweibormor & Ros.s Bergstrom. Vie& Brent
more power, but they can compete with any team Pokornowski and Pete Burkstrand will not be badk yiear.

in the league and hope to challenge for the dinisio A little clutch hitting to go with the pitching ardefense should keep
title and expect to battle for a state tourney spot  D-C at the top of this division and in contentiom & run at State.

Minnesota Baseball Association
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